
Thank you for your interest in joining the DogsInVests, Inc. family as a puppy raiser!  Your commitment 

to join us in helping children with autism has great rewards.  Service Dogs for autism assist individuals in 

many ways including: 

• Safety-tethering for individuals who bolt 

• Trained intervention to avoid self-harming behavior 

• Decreases the frequency and intensity of emotional meltdowns 

• Provide support to keep an individual calm while out in the community or school 

• Socialization ice breaker-breaking down barriers for individuals who struggle with socializiation 

Our dogs are specially trained for each individual they will be placed with, usually including the 

individuals in some of the training at certain points.  This is part of what makes us different from other 

service dog organizations.  The process to train a service dog takes approximately 18-24 months. 

Puppy raisers are an integral part of our program! We depend on our puppy raisers to give foundational 

training for each of our dogs.  We rely on them to correctly and thoroughly go through all steps and 

processes for training the puppy that has been placed with them.  We need our puppy raisers to be 

committed to making all scheduled trainings and appointments, socializing the pup and setting the 

foundation for them to succeed as a service dog.  The foundations we need our puppy raisers to set are: 

• Basics-Potty training, manners, puppy class completion 

• Socialization-getting the dog out and about, experiencing a lot of different situations 

• Canine Good Citizen course completion 

• Maintenance of health and welfare of the dog 

While this all sounds like a lot, please know that the rewards are great! Lots of puppy love and cuddles 

and kisses, warm wet noses and silly, playful pups!  To top it off, knowing you are laying the ground 

work for the pup to make a huge impact on the life of a child with autism and their family, what could be 

better? 

Want more information?  Let us know by contacting us at info@dogsinvests.org 
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