
Commonly Asked Puppy Raiser Questions 

Q:  How long will I have the puppy? 

A: Approximately 12-18 months, depending on how quickly the dog passes classes and what specific 

training they will require.  Each dog is specially trained for the individual they will be placed with. 

Q: How am I supposed to have a puppy in my life for 12-18 months and give it back? 

A: Yes, we know this is a tough one! We like to remind everyone that the dog will be going on to help a 

child who can benefit so greatly from them and all of the assistance that they can provide.  We also will 

provide you updates on the pup you raised so you can continue to follow them along on their journey.  

Occasionally we will have reunions for graduates to visit with their puppy raisers at our facility. 

Q: What is my time commitment? 

A: We ask that all puppy raisers commit to their dogs for 12-18 months.  During this time you will be 

responsible for taking them to their puppy obedience class (you can chose the time/day offered that 

works best for you), canine good citizen class (again choosing the time/day offered that works best for 

you), daily work with the pup to reinforce class work, check in training sessions either at your house, the 

training facility or our facility to have the dog work one on one with our trainer.  

Q: What if I want to go on vacation, or something happens that I need help with the dog? 

A: We have puppy sitters who are able to take your pup while you are away, no need to cancel your 

beach trip to Jamaica during our frigid Wisconsin February!  We are here to help you succeed at being a 

puppy raiser and will try to accommodate all unexpected circumstances if they should arise. 

Q: What if the dog I am raising doesn’t make it as a service dog?  Can I keep them? 

A: Some of the dogs will not make it through our program.  Some may be able to work as Therapy Dogs 

and can be placed with an organization or individual who can allow them to succeed in this capacity.  

Other dogs may need to be placed as family pets, this is handled on a case by case basis at the discretion 

of DogsInVests, Inc. and its board of directors.  While we cannot guarantee you will be able to keep your 

dog, it may be possible. 

 


